
 
Fig. 1: Otto Dix, Prisonniers de guerre, c.1945 

 

 

Dear all, 

 

Welcome to the first Prisoner of War Network newsletter. We are very pleased to have 

received such an enthusiastic response about forming this network and hope to use it to 

encourage further collaborations and events. Please feel free to forward this email to any 

interested colleagues. We are happy to add others to this mailing list if they send us an 

email. We are currently in the process of setting up an online discussion forum for the 

network, to discuss research questions, methodologies and potential new areas for research. 

We will send out details about this as soon as possible. If you have any items you would like 

to publicise or have any suggestions or questions about the network, please do not hesitate 

to contact us.  

 

Best wishes,  

 

Grace and Elodie 

 

Grace Huxford 

g.huxford@warwick.ac.uk 

 

Elodie Duché 

e.m.duche@warwick.ac.uk  
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1  Recent Publications and News Items  

 

Rémy Ambühl, Prisoners of War in the Hundred Years War  

Based on extensive archival research this book tests customs, laws and theory against the 

individual experiences of captors and prisoners during the Hundred Years War to evoke their 

world in all its complexity. 'This is an essential corrective to modern romantic assumptions 

that interpret ransoming through the lens of chivalric literature or the writings of royal 

lawyers and propagandists’ Craig Taylor, University of York. For more information see 

www.cambridge.org/9781107010949. 

 

Clare Makepeace, ‘Living beyond the barbed wire: the familial ties of British prisoners of 

war held in Europe during the Second World War’, Historical Research, Volume 86, Issue 

231,pages 158–177, February 2013. Available at: 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-

2281.2012.00614.x/abstract;jsessionid=95AB5022E3E2D19158BAEB9491732832.d01t03  

 

Sylvia Poggioli, ‘Honoring 'Our Will To Live': The Lost Music Of The Holocaust. 

Article concerning music and captivity: 

http://www.npr.org/2013/01/25/169364174/honoring-our-will-to-live-the-lost-music-of-

the-holocaust  

 

2 Call for Papers  

 

In Search of “Man-Making Words”: Masculinities, Citizenship and the Nation: 1750 – 1945, 

Friday 2nd August 2013 

———————– 

‘Unless one is five and a half feet tall, has a bass voice and a beard on one’s chin, one has no 

business being a man’ (Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Julie, ou La nouvelle Héloïse, 1761) 

‘BE A MAN – THAT is the first and last rule of the greatest success in life’ (Albert J. Beveridge, 

The Young Man and the World 1905) 

———————– 

Although there is a growing body of scholarly literature focusing on theories of masculinity in 

the social sciences, attention to the construction of masculinities remains underrepresented 

across the arts and humanities, despite feminist scholarship being a well-established field. 

For example, while R.W.Connell’s concept of hegemonic masculinities (1995) is a mainstay of 

scholarship in the social sciences, it rarely surfaces in a discipline such as literary studies. This 

conference aims to redress this imbalance by asserting the value of investigating and 

exploring constructions of masculinity in the arts and humanities. In particular, we argue 

that masculinity becomes particularly pressing when considering the history and 

construction of nationhood and citizenship. Masculinity haunts the work of theorists of 

nationhood as varied as Homi Bhabha, Benedict Anderson and Eric Hobsbawm, yet has 

rarely been investigated explicitly in the arts and humanities, although there are signs that 

this is beginning to happen. This event aims to bring together researchers from across the 

https://amsprd0104.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=1qYUHgRyWEKkiBsKYM71y3OhP89Z0M8IZaHr0uG0JywGwHzLtdFYNLuosnKTpzsm0_l44QpSq50.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cambridge.org%2f9781107010949
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-2281.2012.00614.x/abstract;jsessionid=95AB5022E3E2D19158BAEB9491732832.d01t03
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-2281.2012.00614.x/abstract;jsessionid=95AB5022E3E2D19158BAEB9491732832.d01t03
http://www.npr.org/2013/01/25/169364174/honoring-our-will-to-live-the-lost-music-of-the-holocaust
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UK and beyond working in the intersections between masculinity and discourses of the 

nation and citizenship. It will interrogate the way that masculinity has been, and still is, 

constructed as invisible or un-gendered, as well as examining essentialist assumptions. We 

hope to encourage both the academic community and the public to consider how 

masculinities are constructed in the period 1750-1945. We invite 250 word proposals for 20 

minute papers. 

 

Topics might include, but are not limited to: 

-          The role of group identities (e.g. Boy Scouts) in nation-formation 

-          Masculinity and warfare 

-          Reshaping nations and masculinity post-1914 

-          The role of the Other in creating paradigms of masculinity 

-          Romantic intersections of nation and masculinity 

-          Representations of men and/or masculinity in literature 

-          Queer theory and theories of sexuality 

-          Martial masculinity, domesticity and nationhood 

-          Visual and performative representations e.g. propaganda and satirical maps 

-          The male body in discourses of nation 

-          Contemporary representations of historical masculinities 

 

The conference will feature panel sessions, keynotes by Ana Carden-Coyne (20th Century 

History, University of Manchester) and John Strachan (Romantic Literature, Bath University). 

This conference will also feature a roundtable discussion with the keynotes, which will seek 

to offer an interdisciplinary perspective on the use of theories of masculinities and nation. 

 

Deadline for abstracts: EXTENDED to 15th February 2013. We aim to notify successful 

speakers by the end of March 2013. Please email all abstracts and queries to 

manmakingwords@gmail.com 

 

3 Call for Information 

 

Lizzie Oliver, Interpreting Memories of a Forgotten Army: Prisoner of War Narratives from 

the Sumatra Railway (May 1944-August 1945) 

My name is Lizzie Oliver and I am currently studying for a PhD in English at the University of 

Leeds. My work is being funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and I 

am working in close collaboration with the Imperial War Museum. My research explores the 

narrative written by Far Eastern Prisoners of War (FEPOWs) – specifically those who were 

forced to labour on the little-known Sumatra Railway. One of the aims of my project is to 

bring to light the personal experiences of FEPOWs from the Sumatra Railway, and of their 

families in remembering these stories. I am currently carrying out interviews with the 

relatives of FEPOWs, and am particularly interested in hearing from anybody whose relative 

was a FEPOW on Sumatra, and to learn about how they have researched, shared and 

remembered these aspects of their family history. The interviews do not have to be carried 
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out face-to-face. If it is more convenient, I am happy to send some questions to you via 

email or post, to which you can respond in writing.  I’ll be continuing interviews until 

September 2013 so if you – or somebody that you know – would like to be involved or have 

any questions, please do get in touch. My email address is eng0evd@leeds.ac.uk or 

alternatively you can write to me at the School of English, University of Leeds, Woodhouse 

Lane, LS2 9JT. Many thanks, Lizzie.  

 

4 Conferences, Study Days and Exhibitions 

 

Borders and Border Spaces: a Subject for Geographical and Geopolitcal study (ENS Lyon)  

1 February 2013 

This study day will interrogate the concept of interstate borders (notably through the 

examples of the Balkans and Israeli-Palestinian conflict) amid construction, reconstruction, 

claim and dispute. It will also address the question of the representation of borders and 

border spaces through art and mapping. (For more information see: 

http://calenda.org/236621) 

 

Frontières et ennemis à travers les arts. [Borders and Enemies through the Arts] L’image 

de l’autre, des « Neuf Arcs » au mur de Berlin 

(Musée d’Art moderne de Saint-Etienne Métropole).  

February 2013  
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