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Fig 1: Exhibit from the art collection on captivity entitled ‘À triple tour’, Pinault Collection, La Conciergerie Museum, 

Paris, 22 October 2013 - 6 January 2014. 

 

 

 

Dear all,  

 

Happy New Year and welcome to our fourth Prisoner of War Network newsletter. The 

network now has over 50 members from across Europe and North America and continue to 

welcome new members, so do please feel free to forward this email to other interested 

colleagues or institutions. This newsletter includes a section on the first POW Network 

conference in collaboration with War-Net at the University of Warwick on 9 November 2013, 

including our report on the event, and further resources to aid discussion amongst 

researchers in prisoner of war studies.  

 

As always, we are happy to include any news items, publications or events from members in 

future newsletters or in emails to members. Thank you for your continued support of the 

network. 

 

Best wishes,  

 

Grace and Elodie 

Prisoner of War Network 

Newsletter  

January 2014 
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On 9 November 2013 the Prisoner of War Network, in conjunction with the War and 

Representation Network (WAR-Net), brought together forty academics and researchers at 

the University of Warwick to discuss ‘Representations of Prisoner of War Experience’. 

Scholars from across Europe and North America and a wide range of disciplines (including 

history, film, politics, literature, history of art and archaeology) discussed the fascinating work 

being done in the emergent field of prisoner of war studies, as well as the possible future 

directions and challenges for such research.  Eighteen speakers approached the question of 

the representation of prisoner of war experience, both by the historical actors who underwent 

forced dislocation (captors and captives) and by researchers themselves.  

Two keynote lectures brought the idea of representation into further relief. Our first 

keynote speaker, Professor Bob Moore (University of Sheffield), offered a historiographical 

overview of the discipline in the last twenty years, tracing its roots as something of a 

‘Cinderella subject’ to its current expansion and popularity (as evidenced by the conference 

itself). He stressed the potential in studying conflicts beyond the World Wars, which was 

demonstrated later in the day by papers on captive situations in the ‘Age of Chivalry’, the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and post-9/11 internment. Our second speaker, Dr Gilly 

Carr (University of Cambridge) used her own fieldwork, on the material culture produced by 

civilian internees from the German-occupied Channel Islands during the Second World War, 

to demonstrate the importance of non-written sources to prisoner of war studies. She 

showed a range of objects crafted by prisoners of war, including kettles made from tins 
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included in Red Cross Parcels and the astounding range of objects that could be fashioned 

from Players’ Navy Cut cigarette packets. 

The conference raised several other important points for researchers within prisoner of 

war studies. Scholars interrogated the spatial representation of internment, through maps or 

artistic renderings of camps or internment areas, as well as other source material including 

oral history and life-writing. They raised further issues about defining the prisoner of war, 

offering case studies of civilians, non-uniformed fighters and children being held captive in 

times of war. Delegates also discussed how the expectation (particularly within post-1945 

British literature and film) that all prisoners of war attempted to escape captivity clashed with 

more common stories of boredom and everyday survival. Other thought-provoking topics 

raised included the gendered representations of captivity during and after internment, the 

moral duties of the prisoner of war, violence and exploitation, the importance of ‘reciprocity’ 

in early modern and modern contexts, the prevalence of trauma and mental illness among 

prisoners, ‘creativity behind barbed wire’ and the reintegration of prisoners of war into post-

war societies.  

The event was generously sponsored by the Warwick History Department, the 

Humanities Research Centre, the Royal Historical Society, the Centre for the History of 

Medicine (Warwick) and the Warwick Oral History Network (based at the Institute for 

Advanced Studies). This was the first event of the Prisoner of War Network, founded Elodie 

Duché and Grace Huxford (History PhD Candidates, Warwick) in 2012 to bring together 

researchers studying prisoners of war and displaced populations. This interdisciplinary 

network is bilingual (English and French) and has over 50 members from Europe and 

America. It distributes regular newsletters and hopes to host future events to encourage 

collaboration on the subject across disciplines and institutions.   

A short report on the event is also available on the POW Network website and the WAR-Net 

website.  

 

Publications and News Items 

• Art exhibition on captivity in Paris entitled ‘ A triple tour’: http://www.monuments-

nationaux.fr/fr/actualites/a-la-une/bdd/actu/1299/a-triple-tour-collection-

pinault/%20%E2%80%A6 

• Detailed POW travelling exhibit called ‘Victory From Within’ opened on 9 November 

2013 at the James Earl Carter Library of Georgia Southwestern State University: 

http://gsw.edu/News/Articles/POWtravelingExhibit 
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• Martin Percival, Review of 'The Railway Man (2014)', 

http://www.researchingfepowhistory.org.uk/news/stories/news7dec2013.html and 

Joanna Moorhead, 'The Railway Man's Forgotten Family', 

http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2013/dec/28/railway-mans-forgotten-family 

• Italian Prisoner of War Camp records now available online at  http://www.forces-war-

records.co.uk/collections/list/ 

 

Further online Resources   

Four new profiles from our members are now available on our website: 

http://powstudiesnetwork.wordpress.com/members-2/  

To keep up with the latest news, you can follow the project on Twitter and our network 

website. 

• Twitter:  https://twitter.com/POWNetwork 

• POW Network website:  http://powstudiesnetwork.wordpress.com/ 

Call for information and papers 

• ‘Sensing War’, International Interdisciplinary Conf erence. 12 - 13th June 2014. 

London, UK.  

Website:  http://sensingwar.org/ Please send paper abstracts (max 500 words), or 

details of other proposed contributions, together with brief biographical details, by 

14th February 2014 to: sensingwar@gmail.com 

 
• ‘Remembering and Writing Women’s Wartime Lives’, A c onference to be held 

on Saturday 15th March 2014 at The National Memoria l Arboretum, 

Alrewas, Staffordshire, UK.  

(This conference may be of interest to those studying women's captivity or to 

members using correspondence in their research.) 

 

This conference is organised by: The Midlands Region of the Women’s History Network, The 

National Memorial Arboretum and The University of Worcester. 

  

Women have written about war at the time and in retrospect; they have been journalists, kept 

diaries and written committee minutes. For some writing was an escape from the restrictions 

and limitations of their everyday lives. Others wrote letters to their family or friends from 

whom they were separated and it became part of their war effort boosting the morale of the 

armed forces.  This conference on Remembering and Writing Women’s Wartime Lives will 

explore all aspects of women’s writing and potential topics may include, but are not restricted 

to: 
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•       Life Writing, autobiographies and memoirs  of war and conflict 

•       Women’s wartime diaries 

•       Poetry and fiction by or about women and war 

•       Journalists and War reporters 

•       Letter Writing and troop morale 

 

We invite you to submit a paper based on your current research, we welcome and encourage 

submissions on any country and exploring any historical period. 

 

Send an abstract of 300 words to Professor Maggie Andrews by 31 January 2014 

maggie.andrews@worc.ac.uk 

 

Coffee and registration from 10:15 in morning, conference will finish at 3:45.  Conference Fee 

£15, £10:00 for concessions to include lunch and coffee.  

Provisional inquires to Dr Janis Lomas via j.lomas96@btinternet.com 

 

 

*** 

 


