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Carl Giles, Sunday Express, 12 October 1953, Convalescent Home for Ex-Prisoners of War. 

 

 

Dear all,  

 

Welcome to the POW Network Newsletter. The network now has over sixty members 

from across Europe, Africa and North America and we continue to welcome new 

members. We aim to bring together scholars studying prisoners of war or dislocated 

populations across a wide variety of historical periods and places. Please feel free to 

forward this email to other interested colleagues or institutions. We also encourage 

members to consult our website powstudiesnetwork.wordpress.com for detailed 

member profiles. 

As always, we are happy to include any news items, publications or events from 

members in future newsletters or in emails to members. We are also happy to 

include reviews or items written by network members. Thank you for your continued 

support of the network. 

 

Best wishes,  

 

Grace and Elodie 
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Pearson Private Collection: Roger 

Bushell 30 August 1910-29 March 1944. 

Publications and News Items 

 Clare Makepeace (Teaching Fellow at UCL), ‘Compensating the Railway 

Men’, History Today, April 2014, pp.33-39. This article sheds light on an aspect of 

Far East POWs’ lives that historians have ignored and relatives largely forgotten: the 

‘Claim’ for compensation. From the late 1940s, Far East ex-POWs in Britain 

vociferously campaigned for compensation for their treatment during incarceration in 

the Second World War and eventually received payments, totalling the equivalent of 

about £1500 in today’s money. The article explores the four aspects of the captivity 

experience emphasised in the campaign and, by comparing these aspects to 

dominant discourses today, shows how certain narratives of the captivity experience 

have endured, whilst others disappeared from discussion.  For more information on 

Clare’s research see www.warfarehistorian.org.  
 

 Donnington Hall’s Pampered Prisoners’, 24 February 2014 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-25154771 

 

Book Review  

Simon Pearson, The Great Escaper: The life and death of Roger Bushell. Love, 

Betrayal, Big X and The Great Escape by (Hodder and Stoughton, 2013) 

Emile C. Coetzee 

North-West University Mafikeng Campus, South Africa 
 

Prisoner of war history is filled with tales of daring escapes 

against almost unconquerable odds. However, none of 

these escapes would become as famous as the escape 

from Stalag Luft III in Sargon, Poland. Back in the 1960s 

this escape’s popularity grew due to Paul Brickhill’s novel 

and the movie that followed (starring Lord Attenborough 

and Steve McQueen in the main roles) about Big X (Roger 

Bushell) and his tri-tunnel escape plan. Sadly the movie 

did not give any credit to Bushell due to the change of 

Attenborough’s character’s name. Since that brief flush of 

fame, the story of Bushell was neglected until recently. 

Due to a childhood obsession, Simon Pearson has now 

succeeded in revealing the life and times of Roger “Big X” 

Bushell five decades later, with the help of the Imperial 

War Museum. The biography starts from Bushell’s 

childhood in the East Rand town of Springs in South 

Africa, part of a wealthy family that lived a luxurious life. 

The first two chapters briefly tell the story of Bushell’s 

adolescence and then his final move to England. It seems 

that Bushell never considered himself to be a South 

African, but merely South African born - an identity 

supported by his lecturers at Pembroke. In addition, it 

http://www.warfarehistorian.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-25154771
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seems that Bushell was quite prejudiced towards the Afrikaans community with his 

derogatory remarks of “That Dutchman” when war was declared in 1939. Pearson, however, 

incorrectly explains that the Dutchman was Jan Smuts rather than J.B.M. Hertzog who 

campaigned for neutrality in the Union of South Africa. Pearson can be forgiven for such a 

slip because of his detailed narrative of Bushell’s life before the war as a pilot of 601 

Squadron, known as “The Millionaires”.  

Before the war Bushell was an aspiring barrister who would defend his fellow pilots and 

ground crewmen in court. What he did not have in wealth and titles he made up with his 

charm and intellect. His skills as a pilot quickly dominated the rest of the squadron and when 

war broke out in September 1939, it was Bushell who was called back home from Marseille 

to organise the squadron for war. This is where the real story kicks off and where Pearson is 

able to tell the story of Bushell’s change from young playboy to serious fighter pilot, in the 

midst of an ever-changing international crisis. Yet, this biography’s plot only comes into 

fruition when Bushell becomes a prisoner of war and implements his lesser known escape 

plans in other European POW camps.  

Bushell’s personal life is not neglected and his failed relationships are revealed to the 

reader, delivering a necessary closer look at the man that forced Hitler’s men to search far 

and wide for the escapees. It is the reviewer’s hope that this biography will not be a mere 

flash-in-the-pan but a true call of arms for all military historians to follow in the footsteps of 

Pearson by showing the world the humanity that can be found within the experiences of 

POWs. 

Call for papers and upcoming events  

 CFP: ‘Prisoners of War in the Twentieth Century: Actors, Concepts and 

Changes’, Lisbon , November 2014: http://www.1914-1918-online.net/news/2013-

12-02_CfP_-Prisoners-of-War-in-the-Twentieth-Century-_-Actors_-Concepts_-and-

Changes.html  
 

 CFP: ‘Home Fronts: Gender, War and Conflict’, Women’s History Annual Network 

Conference, Worcester, September 2014  

http://www.ruralhistory.eu/newsletter/2014/rhn-2014-003  
 

 Upcoming event: ‘Experiencing Prisons’, Lisbon, May 2014 

http://ihc.fcsh.unl.pt/pt/encontros-cientificos/call-for-papers/item/36225-prisoners-of-

war-in-the-twentieth-century-%E2%80%93-actors-concepts-and-changes#CfP  

 

Further online Resources  

New profiles from our members are now available on our website: 

http://powstudiesnetwork.wordpress.com/members-2/  

To keep up with the latest news, you can follow the project on Twitter and our network 

website. 

 Twitter: https://twitter.com/POWNetwork 

 POW Network website: http://powstudiesnetwork.wordpress.com/ 

http://www.1914-1918-online.net/news/2013-12-02_CfP_-Prisoners-of-War-in-the-Twentieth-Century-_-Actors_-Concepts_-and-Changes.html
http://www.1914-1918-online.net/news/2013-12-02_CfP_-Prisoners-of-War-in-the-Twentieth-Century-_-Actors_-Concepts_-and-Changes.html
http://www.1914-1918-online.net/news/2013-12-02_CfP_-Prisoners-of-War-in-the-Twentieth-Century-_-Actors_-Concepts_-and-Changes.html
http://www.ruralhistory.eu/newsletter/2014/rhn-2014-003
http://ihc.fcsh.unl.pt/pt/encontros-cientificos/call-for-papers/item/36225-prisoners-of-war-in-the-twentieth-century-%E2%80%93-actors-concepts-and-changes#CfP
http://ihc.fcsh.unl.pt/pt/encontros-cientificos/call-for-papers/item/36225-prisoners-of-war-in-the-twentieth-century-%E2%80%93-actors-concepts-and-changes#CfP
http://t.co/AszoLP5o46
https://twitter.com/POWNetwork
http://powstudiesnetwork.wordpress.com/

